
FLI News

Learn about FLI’s core values, the foundation of our
community, and how we will be celebrating
throughout the school year.

FLI wants to help fulfill any needs that you might have
outside of the school community.  This section will
always communicate opportunities and resources
offered in or around the neighborhood. 

In This Issue...

MONTHLY CALENDAR

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

GREETINGS FROM...
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CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT 

INSIDE THE COMMUNITY

 Always reference the calendar posted on
the school‘s website for the most up-to-date info

Check out spotlights of what our students  are
currently learning as well as other important
information.

Future Leaders Institute Monthly Newsletter 

2025 - 2026 November Issue

EXTENDED DAY SPOTLIGHT 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

Get a more in depth look at key components about
our Extended Day program and the classes offered.

The students are the center of is all. Hear all about
what’s happening at FLI from the perspective our
students.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rusty Slovenec
Assistant Principal of Operations

November is my favorite month for many reasons! Fall is in
full effect, students have settled  in to their new school year
routines, and FLI gets to begin the celebrations of our school’s
core values. FLI’s six core values (compassion, respect,
responsibility, effort, truth, and leadership) remain as a pillar
of our school’s identity. We believe our students need and
deserve more than just academics to be successful in high
school and beyond. Our six core values paired with our
instructional standards are the tools that we offer that help
form authentic future leaders. 

November will focus on the core value of compassion. Early
on in the month, teachers and students will be on the lookout
to see which one of their students/classmates embody this
specific core value through daily actions. The winners of this
high honor will be acknowledged during our community circle
taking place at the end of the month. All family members are
invited to join in on the fun. We hope to see you there!

Pictured left: 5  Grade 1  place winnerth st

Pictured right: 6A 1  place winner st

On October 31  classes in K-5 participated in a pumpkin carving
contest and classes in MS participated in a door decoration contest.

st
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FLI Monthly Calendar

This link or QR code will take you to FLI’s 
Calendar for the 2025-26 School Year. 
Dates are subject to change. Please use
this calendar to plan ahead for the year
when it comes to major school events,
parent teacher conferences, school
closures, major assessments and much
much more. 

FLI School Calendar

This link or QR code will take you to FLI’s 
Monthly Calendar for the current month.
This calendar will included the most up
to date information with even more
detail. 

1.  Click here for FLI’s School Year Calendar - Website

2. Scan below for FLI School year calendar - FLI website
-0r-

2. Scan below for FLI’s Monthly calendar 
-0r-

1. Click here for FLI’s Monthly calendar 

https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY23-24%20Family%20Calendar%20.pdf?rnd=1694385570098
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY23-24%20Family%20Calendar%20.pdf?rnd=1694385570098
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY23-24%20Family%20Calendar%20.pdf?rnd=1694385570098
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY25-26%20FAMIILY%20Calendar_%20Final.pdf?rnd=1755610097150
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY25-26%20FAMIILY%20Calendar_%20Final.pdf?rnd=1755610097150
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0


Curriculum Spotlight

...STAY IN THE KNOW

BOOK OF THE MONTH...

A LOOK AHEAD...

PLUS PORTAL
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CURRICULUM MAP

“Curriculum should help children have deeper and
fuller understanding of their own experience.”

A Message From...
Jaime Marino 
8  Grade ELA Teacherth

Every FLI student and parent have a PlusPortal account where they
can access students’ grades as well as  communicate with teachers.
Through this online platform one can see whenever a new
classwork, homework, quiz, or assessment grade has been added to
a student’s class average.  At the end-of-each marking period,
report cards will also be accessible via the portal:
https://www.plusportals.com/FLI

Each grade level has a curriculum map where we have laid out the instructional units
and curriculum that students will be learning this school year in each subject area:
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Civics. Reach out to
your child’s teacher for a copy of the 2025-2026 school year curriculum map so you
can learn about the topics we will study and know when end-of-unit assessments will
take place.  Moreover, you can use it to ask your child specific questions about what
they are learning in school! 

Fourth grade students are currently reading and learning
about Empires in the Middle Ages. During this unit, students
will learn about both the history of the Middle Ages in Europe
as well as the Islamic Medieval Empires. As students read and
explore this topic, they will see how the relationship between
the Christian Church and the rulers of the region developed
as well as how the concurrent Islamic Empires in the Middle
Ages looks at events in other parts of the world. 

-Week of Nov. 17th: ANet Benchmark Assessments
-November 26: End of Term I Marking Period
-December 2: Beginning of Term II Marking Period
-December 12, Virtual Parent Teacher Conferences

Greetings FLI families! November is a busy
month for us here at FLI. As the first
marking period comes to a close, students
will be taking their English Language Arts
and Mathematics benchmark
assessments. These summative
assessments are given three times each
school year: November, March and June.
Teachers, consultants and administrators
review the data to better understand how
our students are mastering grade level
standards. Teachers are then better able
to tailor their lesson plans to meet each
students’ academic needs. Parent Teacher
conferences will begin in December and
we look forward to sharing updates about
your student’s progress!

Sisters in 2  and 3  grade enjoy time in the
play space talking about food, practicing with
new vocabulary and working on key life skills. 

nd rd



To keep your child’s seat in the Extended Day
program, your child must maintain at least a
90% attendance rate.  

Pickup time is 4:45 PM. Early pickup from
Extended Day ends at 4:15 PM. If you arrive
after 4:15 PM you must wait till 4:45 PM. 

Extended Day Spotlight

...STAY IN THE KNOW

NOVEMBER 2025  |  ISSUE 204

“Curriculum should help children have deeper and
fuller understanding of their own experience.”

REMINDERS 

A Message From.... 
Ms. Nadijah 
Extended Day Coordinator 

       Here at FLI we have a tradition during Extended Day
where we take the time to showcase the hard work that
our students put into learning new skills and crafts. This
school year we will have two showcases as well as a family
day. We look forward to seeing all families at each event!
Please join us as at our first showcase of the school year as
we celebrate all of the hard work that our student have put
in for Term 1. The first showcase will be held on Tuesday,
November 25  and will start promptly at 3:30. Doors open
at 3:15 and we we hope to see you all there!

th

PERFORMERS 

K&1 I 
K&1 I 

2  & 3  I ND RD

2  & 3  I ND RD

2  & 3  I ND RD

3  & 4  I RD TH

5  I TH

5  I TH

MIDDLE SCHOOL I 
MIDDLE SCHOOL I 

 

Coach Ethel - Dance 
Mr. Sam - Music
Mr. Richard - Ballet 
Ms. Ashlee - Dance  
Ms. Cindy - Music 
Ms. Ashlee - Dance   
Ms. Ashlee - Dance  
Ms. Joanie - Music  
Ms. Jemima - Cheer
Ms. Ashlee - Dance  
  Students will be sent home with a family letter regarding

any costumes that may be needed for their specified
performances.  

  Important Dates
November 4  - Election Day (No School) th

November 11  - Veterans Day (No School) th

November 26  - No Extended Day (11:45am Dismissal) th

November 27  & 28  - Thanksgiving Break (No School) th th

December 1  - Data Day (No School) st



Student Spotlight
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“Developing the children of today to be the leaders of
tomorrow.” ...LOOK WHO’S TALKING

This month’s spotlight is on Ms. Michelle’s 1st Grade class! With Thanksgiving
approaching, we asked our students, “What are you thankful for in your life?”

Maryettu

I’m thankful for
my grandma
because she
makes me

good food and
takes care of

me! Sofia

I’m thankful
for my

grandma
because she
loves me and

buys me
things I need.Kendall

I’m thankful
for my dog

Otis. He’s so
cute, plays

with me and
makes me
feel better.

Jasir

I’m thankful for
my dad and

mom because
they always

take care of me
and buy me
what I need. Halimatou

I’m thankful 
for my mom
because she

plays with me
and takes me
to the park! Dream

I’m thankful
for my pet
dog, Swag,
because he

runs really fast
and plays with

me!

Bourama

I’m thankful 
for Roblox

because it’s
really fun and

cool. I talk
about it with
my friends. Noah

I’m thankful
for my baby

brother. I love
him and help

to give him his
milk to drink. 

Michiah

I’m thankful
for food that

makes me
healthy and
my bed that
helps me to

sleep. 



GRADE LEVEL CURRICULUM MAPS

Community Circles

FUTURE LEADERS INSTITUTE
CHARTER SCHOOL

CORE VALUES  
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Inside the Community

COMMUNITY AND VALUES... 

Leadership
Compassion
Responsibility

Respect
Effort
Truth

“Teach the child
 not just the curriculum”

October Perfect Attendance - Honorees 
While FLI wants to honor all recipients of October’s Perfect Attendance
accomplishment, there are just too many to fit on the page!  Checkout the
recipients on our website! 

Monthly Perfect Attendance Recipients 

The Foundation of FLI 
FLI was founded on the basis of six core values that we believe are just as
essential to teach as our curriculum. Our mission is to develop the whole
child so they have all the tools necessary to continue to be successful in
all future chapters of their lives. While teaching into these core values is
a daily task, each month is dedicated to a specific value. By the end of
the month, teachers and classmates nominate students in each class as
an exemplar of that value. These students are then celebrated at our
monthly community circles. 

Each month FLI hosts both a lower and middle school community circle organized by the
school guidance counselors, reading specialist, MS teacher and school dean. Community
circle embodies the style of a true morning meeting where as a group we take part in a
greeting, share and activity. This month, in order to celebrate Halloween, select students
from each class participated in a mummy making contest. Both students and staff loved this
activity and with teamwork and cooperation, so many creative mummies were made!
Community circles will always take place in the school’s gymnasium from 8:30AM - 8:45AM
at the end of each month. For the month of November, our community circle will be focused
around the core value of COMPASSION and our first round of core value awards will be given
out to a student from each class, nominated by their teacher or peers, for showing off the
characteristics of that core value. We look forward to seeing who is nominated!

FLI  Against Bullying
October is recognized as National
Bullying Prevention Month, a time
dedicated to raising awareness and

promoting strategies to prevent
bullying in schools and communities.

Through interactive activities and
open conversations, we have

encouraged students to recognize
the impact of their actions on others

and empowered them to stand up
against bullying.  These efforts aim to

foster a culture of empathy and
kindness within the school, aligning

with the broader mission of National
Bullying Prevention Month.

https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=438219&type=d&pREC_ID=799410
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=438219&type=d&pREC_ID=799410


INSTAGRAM - ARE YOU FOLLOWING US?!     fli_charter_school

FUTURE LEADERS IS HERE TO HELP AND SUPPORT
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Community Resources

OFFERINGS IN AND AROUND HARLEM

FLI wants to help fulfill any needs that you might have outside of the school
community. This section will always communicate opportunities, resources
and school needs offered in or around the neighborhood. Also, please let us
know if you come across any resources available for us to share.

Follow FLI’s instagram account to catch all the fun that is taking place inside the school
community and show us your love! 

Other Resources 

Keep scrolling to find the following information/resources:
Parent Involvement Committee
Tutoring Program 
CPR Certification Course
Adult Fitness Classes
Community Tennis
Early Childhood Program
Mometrix eLibrary
Community Supports
Clear Patch
Food Resources



PARENT INVOLVEMENT
COMMITTEE

JOIN the Parent Involvment Council (PIC)
at FLI!

We Need YOU

Who can be a member of the PIC at
FLI? 

As a parent or guardian of a child at
FLI, you’re automatically a PIC

member! PIC meetings are open to all!
 

All Parents/ Guardians, including
step parents, foster parents, etc.
Grandparents
Aunts, uncles
Godparents
older adult siblings of FLI students

The Parent Involvement Committee
is a formal organization of FLI Family

members and staff intended to
facilitate and encourage family

participation at FLI. 
Join us to...

Advocate for students and
families
keep updated on events/ issues
about the school
Assist with communication
Lead & participate in activities for
students & families (including, but
not limited to fundraisers, field
trips, class/school-wide
celebrations, workshops, & more!)

PIC Meetings during the 2025- 26 school
year will be held in person at FLI,

starting at 8:45AM. 
Breakfast will be served. 
Friday, October 24, 2025

Friday, December 19, 2025
Friday, February 13. 2026

Friday, April 24, 2026
Friday, May 29, 2026



INVOLUCRAMIENTO DE LOS PADRES

COMITÉ
¡VEN al Consejo de Participación de

Padres (PIC) en FLI!
Te necesitamos mucho.

¿Quién puede unirse al PIC en FLI? 
Como papá, mamá o tutor de un niño

en FLI, ¡ya eres parte del PIC! ¡Las
reuniones del PIC son para todos!

Todos los papás y mamás,
incluyendo a los padrastros,
padres adoptivos, y demás.
Abuelos
Tías, tíos
Padrinos
hermanos mayores de estudiantes
de FLI

El Comité de Participación de Padres
es un grupo formal de familiares y
personal de FLI que tiene como
objetivo ayudar y promover la
participación de las familias en FLI. 
Únete a nosotros para...

Defensor de los alumnos y las
familias
Mantente al tanto de los eventos
y problemas de la escuela.
Ayudar con la charla
Dirigir y participar en actividades
para estudiantes y familias, como
recaudaciones de fondos,
excursiones, celebraciones de
clase o de la escuela, talleres y
mucho más.

Las reuniones del PIC para el año
escolar 2025-26 se realizarán en

persona en FLI, comenzando a las 8:45
a. m. 

Se ofrecerá el desayuno. 
Viernes 24 de octubre de 2025  

Viernes 19 de diciembre de 2025  
Viernes 13 de febrero de 2026  

Viernes 24 de abril de 2026  
Viernes 29 de mayo de 2026  







Friday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Wednesday 

FREE ADULT FITNESS 
CLASSES

 Sep.29th - Dec.5th | 40 W. 143rd St.

Questions? Contact us at
Email: ArmoryFitness@hcz.org
Phone: (212)-281-5431

Open Fitness
Fitness Coach Available

9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Open Fitness
Fitness Coach Available

9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Open Fitness
Fitness Coach Available

9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Open Fitness
Fitness Coach Available

9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Open Fitness
Fitness Coach Available

9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Total Body Strength
 11:30-12:15 PM

 Functional Fit
 12:30-1:15 PM

Core Lab
 11:30-12:15 PM

Strength Flow
 11:30-12:15 PM

Core Lab
11:30-12:15 PM 

Functional Fit
 11:30-12:15 PM

 
12:30-1:15PM
Core Lab

 
12:30-1:15PM

Total Body Strength

Functional Fit
12:30-1:15PM

Strength Flow
 12:30-1:15 PM

Saturday Adult Gymnastics
 4:00-5:00 PM

Parent & Me (18M-2yrs)
 9:00-9:45 AM

 
9:45-10:30 AM

Parent & Me (2-2.11yrs)

Scan Here!



CO
S

MMUNITY
Community Tennis is back at The HCZ Armory!

We welcome all adult community members who want to
use our HCZ Armory tennis courts.

All participants must be 18 years or older. No Exceptions.

TENNI

 
Location: The HCZ Armory | 40 W 143rd St.
Date & Time: Monday-Friday, 9 AM-3 PM

To make a court reservation, contact us at (212) 281-5431

After registering, you will call to
reserve a 1-hour time slot.

Scan the QR code
to sign up

Enjoy community cou
time
Discover and build ne
skills
Find a new interest

October21st2025 - April24th2026



Expecting mothers and parents with children ages0-3 can join G.R.A.D.S.
at Harlem Children's Zone! Enjoy FREE at-home support and resources!
Build your relationship with your child as they learn literacy skillsand
prepare them to thrive in school.
TO APPLY:
Scan the QR 
codeand fill 
out the 
questionnaire

Help Your ChildGrowwith G.R.A.D.S
Early Childhood Program

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
• 
• 
•
•
•
•
•

Funandeducationalhomevisits
Groupplayactivitiesandevents
Supportgroups and workshops
Access toHCZcommunity resources
FREEdentaland developmental
screenings
Programsindiverselanguages
Familiesreceive a$100e-gift
carduponcompletion of 90 days
ofparticipationintheprogram

TO APPLY: call212-665-9832, email grads@hcz.org For more information, contact212-665-9832orgrads@hcz.org
or viosri tv iositu oru or offfificcee aatt24294198t1h8AtvhenAu











*Free while supplies last; no obligation to enroll.

EMB_MB_FLY_EHNC_HolidayFoodGiveaway 10/25

Saturday, Nov. 15 | 10 a.m. to Noon
EmblemHealth NeighborhoodCare Cambria Heights

206-20 Linden Boulevard, Cambria Heights, NY 11411
 

 
EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care is open to the public and provides connections to community resources,
free wellness classes to help the entire community learn healthy behaviors, and in-person customer support
for EmblemHealth plan members. For more information, email neighborhood@emblemhealth.com
or call 800-274-2950 (TTY: 711). 

About EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care

Scan here to register, or visit 
emblemhealth.com/events.

The holiday food giveaway is made possible through a partnership with
New York City Council Member Dr. Nantasha Williams’ office to provide
healthy food to the Cambria Heights community. 

This event is free and open to the public. 

Grab your bags and join 
EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care 
for a holiday turkey giveaway!

Holiday
Food
Giveaway



*Free with no obligation to enroll, while supplies last.

EMB_EM_FLY_EHNC_November Food_Distribution_Events 10/25

EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care is here to help those in our 
community who are facing challenges with food insecurity.

 StopbyEmblemHealth NeighborhoodCare’s upcoming fooddistributionevents andlow-cost farmers markets 
throughout New York City. Pick up fresh fruits, vegetables, and pantry staples to support your family’s health and
wellness.* These events are free and open to the public. Registration is required.

Fordham Road (Food Distribution)
Tuesday, November 4 | 2 to 4 p.m. 
254 East Fordham Road, Bronx, NY 10458
City Harvest Mobile Market – Stapleton
(Farmers Market)
Tuesday, November 4 | 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
75 Hill Street, Staten Island, NY 10304
Clove Road (Food Distribution)
Tuesday, November 11 | 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
1050 Clove Road, Staten Island, NY 10301
East New York (Farmers Market)
Wednesday, November 12 | Noon to 2 

Southern Blvd (Food Distribution)
Wednesday, November 12 | 2 to 4 p.m. 
932 Southern Blvd, Bronx, NY 10459

Southern Blvd (Food Distribution)
Tuesday, November 18 | 10 a.m. to Noon 
932 Southern Blvd, Bronx, NY 10459

City Harvest Mobile Market – Stapleton
(Farmers Market)
Saturday, November 15 | 9:30 to 11:30 

Elmhurst (Food Distribution)
Monday, November 17 | 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
88-31 55th Avenue, Elmhurst, NY 11373

City Harvest Mobile Market – Sunset Park
(Farmers Market)
Friday, November 14 | 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
150 52nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232

View more upcoming events at 
emblemhealth.com/events.

Crown Heights (Farmers Market)
Wednesday, November 19 | Noon to 2 

Cambria Heights (Food Distribution)
Wednesday, November 19 | 2 to 4 p.m. 
206-20 Linden Blvd, Jamaica, NY 11411

Crown Heights (Food Distribution)
Tuesday, November 25 | Noon to 2 p.m. 
546 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11225

Bensonhurst (Food Distribution)
Thursday, November 20 | 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
2482 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11214
City Harvest Mobile Market – Sunset Park
(Farmers Market)
Saturday, November 22 | 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
150 52nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232p.m. 101 Pennsylvania Avenue, Brooklyn,

NY 11207

EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care is open to the public and provides
connections to community resources, free wellness classes to help
the entire community learn healthy behaviors, and in-person
customer support for EmblemHealth plan members. 

For more information, email neighborhood@emblemhealth.com 
or call 800-274-2950 (TTY: 711).

a.m. 
75 Hill Street, Staten Island, NY 10304

p.m. 
546 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11225

November 2025

Community
Food Security
Initiative

About EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care


