
FLI News

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Learn about FLI’s core values, the foundation of our
community, and how we will be celebrating
throughout the school year.

FLI wants to help fulfill any needs that you might have
outside of the school community.  This section will
always communicate opportunities and resources
offered in or around the neighborhood. 

In This Issue...

MONTHLY CALENDAR

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

GREETINGS FROM...
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CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT 

INSIDE THE COMMUNITY

 Always reference the calendar posted on
the school‘s website for the most up-to-date info

Check out spotlights of what our students  are
currently learning as well as other important
information.

Future Leaders Institute Monthly Newsletter 

2025 - 2026 January Issue

Rusty Slovenec
Assistant PrincipalEXTENDED DAY SPOTLIGHT 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

Get a more in depth look at key components about
our Extended Day program and the classes offered.

The students are the center of is all. Hear all about
what’s happening at FLI from the perspective our
students.

       Happy New Year! I hope everyone is re-energized by
the winter break and is ready to hit the ground running
with a brand new year. Although it is the start of 2026,
we are already 1 month into our term 2! We would love
to see even more students be acknowledged during our
next Honors Assembly. Please ask your child about
Principal Honor Roll, Honor Roll or Perfect Attendance to
encourage their potential achievement.
       The start of every calendar year also marks the
height of FLI’s recruitment efforts. FLI is working hard
behind the scenes to make sure potential families know
all about the wonderful things FLI has to offer. Did you
know that the largest asset to our recruitment process is
you, our current FLI families? Every year, the majority of
new students are either related to or friends of current
FLI community members. To celebrate this, we want to
make sure your referral is rewarded. Please see the FLI
Referral attachment under the community resources
section explaining how your efforts are rewarded. Please
help our FLI family grow by sharing who we are.
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FLI Monthly Calendar

This link or QR code will take you to FLI’s 
Calendar for the 2024-25 School Year. 
Dates are subject to change. Please use
this calendar to plan ahead for the year
when it comes to major school events,
parent teacher conferences, school
closures, major assessments and much
much more. 

FLI School Calendar

This link or QR code will take you to FLI’s 
Monthly Calendar for the current month.
This calendar will included the most up
to date information with even more
detail. 

1.  Click here for FLI’s School Year Calendar - Website

2. Scan below for FLI School year calendar - FLI website
-0r-

2. Scan below for FLI’s Monthly calendar 
-0r-

1. Click here for FLI’s Monthly calendar 

https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY23-24%20Family%20Calendar%20.pdf?rnd=1694385570098
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY23-24%20Family%20Calendar%20.pdf?rnd=1694385570098
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY23-24%20Family%20Calendar%20.pdf?rnd=1694385570098
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY24-25%20FAMIILY%20Calendar%20Draft.pdf?rnd=1730211127953
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/ourpages/auto/2020/10/27/50035332/SY24-25%20FAMIILY%20Calendar%20Draft.pdf?rnd=1730211127953
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/events2/view_calendar.jsp?id=0


    Welcome back FLI Families! We hope
that the winter break was restorative for
our students and that quality time was
spent with loved ones. We are excited for
2026 and all the opportunities that the
new year will bring. 
     As we welcome in a new year, we
encourage staff and students to be
reflective on their strengths and
weaknesses from 2025. This way, we can
set goals for ourselves and for our
students that help to grow them into
stronger students!
      Our next Honor’s Assembly is in April
and it is not too soon for students to
begin planning for success. What small
goals can be set each day to encourage
long term success? 

With the beginning of the calendar year, most grade levels will begin new units! Through
these IM (Illustrative Mathematics) lessons, scholars engage in concrete, pictorial and
abstract thinking to understand the Next Generation Mathematics Standards. Teachers
start each lesson with a “warm up” to hook the students in the day’s learning. Then, they
work together through 1-2 activities before completing a “cool down” to assess their
learning. 
Check out each grade’s current unit of study:

Kindergarten: Understanding Addition and Subtraction
First: Numbers to 99
Second: Addition and Subtraction on the Number Line
Third: Relating Multiplication to Division
Fourth: Multiplicative Comparison and Measurement
Fifth: Wrapping Up Multiplication and Division with Multi-Digit Numbers
Sixth: Dividing Fractions
Seventh: Rational Number Arithmetic
Eighth: Functions and Volume

Curriculum Spotlight

...STAY IN THE KNOW

BOOK OF THE MONTH...

A LOOK AHEAD...

MONTHLY SUBJECT FOCUS: MATHEMATICS
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“Curriculum should help children have deeper and
fuller understanding of their own experience.”

-January 21st: Career Day for grades 6-8
-February 12th: Exhibition Day
-March 2-6th: English Language Arts and Math Benchmark II Testing

A Message From...A Message From...
Jaime Marino 
8  Grade ELA Teacherth

In 8  grade ELA, students are reading the play Fences by
Pulitzer Prize winning author, August Wilson. This play is set
in Pittsburgh, PA in the 1950s and follows the tragically
flawed character, Troy, as he navigates through difficult
family relationships and is forced to deal with his own past
trauma head on. Students are learning how to use stage
directions to inform their reading, analyzing the
development of theme throughout an act and comparing
and contrasting different characters’ perspectives to see
how it creates conflict and tension. The most exciting
element is that students get to act out scenes from the play!

th

The play space was used to host a “Human Body Day”
for students in K-3  so that students could have hands
on activities to support what they are learning about in

their classrooms. Students pictured here looked at X-
Rays on a light board. 

rd



  Attendance
To keep your child’s seat in the Extended Day
program, your child must maintain at least a 90%
attendance rate.  

  Pickup time is 4:45 PM for Extended Day 
Early pickup from Extended day ends at 4:15 PM. If
you arrive after 4:15 PM you must wait till 4:45 PM. 

  Important Dates
January 5th : Extended Day Resumes 
January 16th : No Extended Day (2:30 Dismissal) 
January 19th : No School (MLK Day) 

Extended Day Spotlight

...STAY IN THE KNOW
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“Curriculum should help children have deeper and
fuller understanding of their own experience.”

REMINDERS

Mr. Barfield, our school dean, is new to our school community this year and he has decided to jump back into coaching with our
middle school Boys in Extended Day. Coach Barfield is working to instill integrity in our middle school boys both on and off the court

while maintaining our core values and winning games. Come and cheer them on at their first game on Wednesday, January 7    th!

Mr. Barfield
Dean of Students/ Basketball Coach  

Why is coaching so important to
you?
Coaching is important to me
because I love the sport overall but I
also love what the sport of
basketball can teach students about
real life experiences.   

How long have you been Coaching?  
This will be my 19  year coaching. I
took a 7 year break, but I am happy
to be back and coaching our
students here at FLI. 

th

What are you looking forward to in this basketball season? 
I am looking to build teamwork, leadership and
communication among the young men on the team. But I am
also looking forward to a winning season. 



Student Spotlight
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“Developing the children of today to be the leaders of
tomorrow.” ...LOOK WHO’S TALKING

This month’s spotlight is on Ms. Williams and Ms. Haber’s 3rd Grade class! We
asked students, “What is your resolution for the New Year?”

Mialynn

My resolution
is to learn how
to hula dance.
I love Lilo and

Stitch and I
want to hula

like they do in
the movie! McKenzie

I’m a gymnast
and my resolution

is learn a back
handspring. I’m
going to stretch

every morning to
help meet my

goal. Adam

My resolution
is to get on
Honor Roll.
I’m going to

listen more in
class and have
higher grades.

Yuniah

I am an artist. I
love making

art! My
resolution is to

do better at
drawing

humans and
making

sculptures. 
Alexxis

My resolutions
for 2026 are
to be nice to
my siblings
and cousins

and to always
be creative. Mariama

My resolution is
to be respectful

to everyone
because if we
don’t respect
others, they

won’t respect
us.

Giovanni

My resolution
is to get

smarter every
day! I’m going

to do more
homework and
then I’ll have

better grades. Channing

My resolution is
try new foods. I
can be a picky

eater, but maybe
I’ll find a new

favorite food! I
want to try sushi

and avocado. Sekou

My goal in life
is to be a pilot
so I can go to
new places.

My resolution
is to learn

more about
planes.



Community Circles 
Each month FLI hosts both a lower and middle school community circle
organized by the school guidance counselors, reading specialist and school
dean. Community Circle embodies the style of a true morning meeting where
as a group we take part in a greeting, share and activity. For the month of
December we focused on the core value of respect. In keeping up with
tradition we also did our yearly sing along with Lower School with “High
Love” by Whitney Houston and “This is My Wish” By Jordin Sparks. Middle
school played several games where they practiced good sportsmanship and
respect for each other. We love when we can celebrate as a group- both our
students showcasing respect and for the upcoming holidays!

Leadership
Compassion
Responsibility

Respect
Effort
Truth

      FLI Monthly Core Value Recipients
December’s Core Value was Respect. It states that, “as a FLI student I will understand that every
living person has value and accept others who have different customs and beliefs from my own. I
value other people’s rights to make responsible decisions, even though they may be different than
my own.” Below are December’s Respect winners:
                   K:    Tobias L.                            6A:  Sabriya D.
                   1st:  Jasir M.                             6B: Rodrigo R.
                   2nd: Faith M.                           7A:  Jyonnah J.
                   3rd:  Makayla M.                    7B: Kaiden F.
                   4th:  Jia J.                                  8A: Hailey P.
                   5th:  Abigail V.                         8B: Leilani D.
             

FUTURE LEADERS INSTITUTE
CHARTER SCHOOL

CORE VALUES  
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Inside the Community

COMMUNITY AND VALUES... “Teach the child,
 not just the curriculum”

December Perfect Attendance - Honorees 
While FLI wants to honor all recipients of December’s Perfect Attendance
accomplishment, there are just too many to fit on the page!  Checkout the
recipients on our website! 

Monthly Perfect Attendance Recipients 

https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=438219&type=d&pREC_ID=799410
https://www.futureleadersinstitute.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=438219&type=d&pREC_ID=799410


INSTAGRAM - ARE YOU FOLLOWING US?!     fli_charter_school

Other Resources 

FUTURE LEADERS IS HERE TO HELP AND SUPPORT
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Community Resources

OFFERINGS IN AND AROUND HARLEM

FLI wants to help fulfill any needs that you might have outside of the school
community. This section will always communicate opportunities, resources
and school needs offered in or around the neighborhood. Also, please let us
know if you come across any resources available for us to share.

Follow FLI’s instagram account to catch all the fun that is taking place inside the school
community and show us your love! 

Keep scrolling to find the following information/resources:
Parent Involvement Committee
Student Referral Program
Tax Preparation 
Fitbit Research Study
Harlem Grown Food Resources
Civil Service Job Seekers
Ice Skating 
Next Step Internships
Dad Strong Workshop



PARENT INVOLVEMENT
COMMITTEE

JOIN the Parent Involvment Council (PIC)
at FLI!

We Need YOU

Who can be a member of the PIC at
FLI? 

As a parent or guardian of a child at
FLI, you’re automatically a PIC

member! PIC meetings are open to all!
 

All Parents/ Guardians, including
step parents, foster parents, etc.
Grandparents
Aunts, uncles
Godparents
older adult siblings of FLI students

The Parent Involvement Committee
is a formal organization of FLI Family

members and staff intended to
facilitate and encourage family

participation at FLI. 
Join us to...

Advocate for students and
families
keep updated on events/ issues
about the school
Assist with communication
Lead & participate in activities for
students & families (including, but
not limited to fundraisers, field
trips, class/school-wide
celebrations, workshops, & more!)

PIC Meetings during the 2025- 26 school
year will be held in person at FLI,

starting at 8:45AM. 
Breakfast will be served. 
Friday, October 24, 2025

Friday, December 19, 2025
Friday, February 13. 2026

Friday, April 24, 2026
Friday, May 29, 2026



INVOLUCRAMIENTO DE LOS PADRES

COMITÉ
¡VEN al Consejo de Participación de

Padres (PIC) en FLI!
Te necesitamos mucho.

¿Quién puede unirse al PIC en FLI? 
Como papá, mamá o tutor de un niño

en FLI, ¡ya eres parte del PIC! ¡Las
reuniones del PIC son para todos!

Todos los papás y mamás,
incluyendo a los padrastros,
padres adoptivos, y demás.
Abuelos
Tías, tíos
Padrinos
hermanos mayores de estudiantes
de FLI

El Comité de Participación de Padres
es un grupo formal de familiares y
personal de FLI que tiene como
objetivo ayudar y promover la
participación de las familias en FLI. 
Únete a nosotros para...

Defensor de los alumnos y las
familias
Mantente al tanto de los eventos
y problemas de la escuela.
Ayudar con la charla
Dirigir y participar en actividades
para estudiantes y familias, como
recaudaciones de fondos,
excursiones, celebraciones de
clase o de la escuela, talleres y
mucho más.

Las reuniones del PIC para el año
escolar 2025-26 se realizarán en

persona en FLI, comenzando a las 8:45
a. m. 

Se ofrecerá el desayuno. 
Viernes 24 de octubre de 2025  

Viernes 19 de diciembre de 2025  
Viernes 13 de febrero de 2026  

Viernes 24 de abril de 2026  
Viernes 29 de mayo de 2026  



YOUR ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED!

FLI is actively enrolling new students from Kindergarten to 8th Grade for
the next school year! 

Please let us know if any of your family or friends are interested in
enrolling their children at FLI.

 Any current FLI community member that refers a new student will receive
a $100 gift card (per referral) once the new student completes each of the
three trimesters of next school year. If your referral stays all 3 trimesters,
you will receive $300 total!

Make sure your family/friend lists you as a referral when they complete
their application and follow up with us after each report card of the
current school year to collect your $100 gift card. 

Applications are posted on our website -OR- have your referral contact the
main office @ 212.678.2868 for further assistance.

FLI Student Referral

$300 - GIFT CARD



NYC FREE TAX PREP

ELIGIBILITY

TAX PREPARATION DOCUMENT LIST
 

CLAIM
EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT (EITC)

& RECEIVE AN AVERAGE OF $2,300 IN
COMBINED EITC BENEFITS 

CLAIM CHILD TAX CREDIT (CTC) 
FOR CHILDREN UNDER 17

WORTH UP TO $2,200

OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE:
 FINANCIAL COUNSELING

ITIN APPLICATION 

Photo ID for youand your spouse
Social Security card or ITIN for EVERYONE
Child-care agency’s ID, or the name and
Social Security number of the child-care
provider
Voided check or bank account and routing
numbers for direct deposit of your refund
W-2 forms for all jobs you held in the prior
year
1099 forms (if paid in cash or checks)
1099-G Unemployment benefits
1095-A Health Insurance Marketplace
1098-T if you paid tuition for post-high
school education
Identity Protection PIN (IP PIN)

Income of $68,000 or less without dependents
Income of $97,000 or less with dependents 

Tax Season Is Coming!
 Morris, 80E. 181stStreet

Workforce, 550 E. 142nd Street
Twin Parks, 365 E. 183rd Street

NYC Hospital Tremont, 1920 Webster Ave.
Montefiore Hospitals:

Moses, 111 E. 210th Street
Wakefield, 4141 Carpenter Ave.

For More Information:
Email: Taxes@bronxworks.org

(718) 993-8880
(929) 581-1742

https://bronxworkstaxes.as.me/schedule.php











Introducing the Gottesman Rink 
Locatedin the heart ofCentralPark’s north end,the
Davis Center at the Harlem Meer serves as a vibrant
community hub, offering a dynamic lineup of winter
ice-skating and hockey programs designed to inspire,
educate, and connect with New Yorkers of all ages
and backgrounds.

From first-time skaters to lifelong hockey enthusiasts, 
our seasonal ice programming is built on the values 
of inclusivity, learning, and community building— 
all set against the iconic backdrop of Central Park.

 Community Skate 

 $5
 $10  $15

Join usfor afun, family-friendlyice-skating experience for all
ages and abilities! For your safety, we recommend bringing
a helmet. Helmets will not be available to rent.
PRICING

 
• Monday–Friday, 5:00 pm–11:00 pm.
• All day Saturday–Sunday; public-school holiday/vacation d

Off-Peak Hours: Monday-Friday, 7:00 am–5:00 pm.

Skate sessions range from 1–2 hours.
Session length will vary based on day and time.
Check our calendar for daily session information.
ADD-ONS

PeakHours:

• Lock Purchase:
• Skate Rental:

• Skate Aids: $10
• Skate Sharpening:

Peak
$10

$5

Free

Off-Peak
$5

$5

Free

Adult (ages 17+)

Child (ages 4-16)

Child (3 and under)

Programs and schedules are subject to change. Be sure to check
centralparknyc.org/davis before your visit for the latest informati

DAVIS CENTER
AT THE HARLEM MEER
SKATE SEASON AT THE GOTTESMAN RINK



PROJECT RENEWAL

NEXT STEP
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
CAREERS IN HUMAN & HOMELESS SERVICES

 

Now Recruiting for the
February 2026 Cohort! 

WHAT YOU’LL GAIN
 

ABOUT NSIP
 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
 

In-Person Info Sessions every Tuesday at 10 am and 2 pm

200 VARICK ST. 9TH FL NEW YORK, NY 10014 WWW.PROJECTRENEWAL.ORG

Essential skills & experienceto
thrive in roles like Residential
Aide, Front Desk/House Manager,
or Maintenance Worker
The opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of those in
need
Real-world training to jumpstart
your career in the human
services & homeless services
field

8-Weeks ofintensive &
effective training
Paid Internship: $16.50/HR
Earn Credentials in Naloxone
Administration (NARCAN),
Fire Guard (F02), & Mental
Health First Aide
Receive a certificate of
completion for the NYC
Sexual Harassment
Prevention Training
Resume, Cover letter and
Interview Prep
Job Placement & Retention
Services
Financial Coaching & Digital
Literacy

Mustattend an infosessionprior to
program enrollment
18 years & older and authorized to
work in the U.S.
High School Diploma or GED
Equivalency
Valid I9 Documentations (ID, Social
Security Card, Etc.)
At least 120 days sober from any
substance use
Able to commit to the 8 weeks of
program & seeking employment
upon training completion

Readyto kickstart yourcareer in human services?
The Next Step Internship Program (NSIP) is an intensive, full-
time, 8-week training program that blends professional
classroom instruction with paid, hands-on experience in a
New York City homeless shelter or supportive housing
facility.

For More Information, Please Contact the Next Step Team At:
Tia Thompson, Community Engagement & Recruitment Specialist

E: tia.thompson@projectrenewal.org
P: 212.620.0340 ext. 394

or
nextstep@projectrenewal.org

P: 212.620.0340 ext.349/380/605




